Lesson Study: The Critical Evaluation of Sources

Integrating Discussion of Evaluating Sources into a Bibliographic Instruction Session

Description

This document will guide you through incorporating a Critical Evaluation of Sources module into a standard, 50-minute bibliographic instruction sessions. This lesson incorporates a brief overview of searching Proquest.  The lesson is meant to be held in a lab with computers for each student.

Handouts and Supplemental Materials

The Yeah, but is it scholarly? guide is a useful 1-page handout on dealing with questions that students can ask themselves when reading sources.

The Useful Terms guide lists definitions that students may find helpful.

The Assignment worksheet is something that the instructor can use if she/he chooses to include time for students to work with a database during the session.  You may need to update the example topic or database used to make this relevant to your class.

The Scholarly v. Popular PowerPoint presentation demonstrates to students that there are aspects to print journals that can help them to determine whether something is scholarly.  The instructor can then draw parallels between the print and the online journal.

Modifying this Plan for Your Class

When we timed this lesson, we needed 20-25 minutes to present it.  Instructors will need to modify the assignment in the second step to make it relevant to their classes.  The PowerPoint presentation in the third step uses automotive engineering journals.  Instructors may wish to replace the automotive journals with sources more relevant to their classes.

Lesson Plan

This lesson plan introduces students to both Proquest Research Library and to concepts for evaluating whether resources found in their research are scholarly or popular resources.

The way in which we’ve taught search strategies and accessing databases has been condensed here in order to make time for discussing the Evaluation of Resources.

1) Introduction (2 minutes)

a) What we will be covering in this session – goals

i) Will be able to have some tools for evaluating if an article is considered scholarly or if it’s peer-reviewed

ii) Become familiar with using ProQuest Research Library as a tool for finding scholarly articles and peer-reviewed articles but also know the hazards of assumptions
Any Questions?
2) What is the assignment? (2 minutes)

“Create an annotated bibliography on a current topic recently in the news. Provide at least 10 citations and write brief descriptions and evaluations for each citation, approximately 150 words for each citation.  At least half of the citations must be from scholarly journals.”  Let’s say the topic you’ve chosen is “athletes and performance-enhancing drugs”.
3) Show PowerPoint and demonstrate differences between a popular magazine and a scholarly journal 
a) Show differences in cover art, editors’ and authors’ credentials, art within articles, and references.

b) “But these days a lot, if not most, of what you’ll be looking at will be online” 

4) “What is a scholarly journal and how can you tell if something is scholarly?” OR “what does scholarly mean to you?”  (5 minutes)
a) Make sure it’s clear what your instructor or professor means by scholarly – may have specific requirements, like peer-reviewed; or may not define it that way

b) Look for the same type of information we just looked at in the printed article – answer four W questions, but this time looking at online article.  Talk about this generally – can mention handout.  (Who wrote it, who edited, why was it written, who reads it.)
c) First thing is searching databases for scholarly literature/journals – where do you start?

5) ProQuest Research Library (15 minutes) – have students do worksheet exercises on own, then go through together

a) Find it using the general search box on the Library website (will be listed under databases)
b) Look at the basic search box – mention the option to find only scholarly articles
c) Read about scholarly journals from link

d) Give 5 minutes to start doing workshop exercises on their own – walk around and answer questions, see if any have difficulty answering questions on worksheet. Don’t expect them to get through the entire worksheet.
e) Now go through worksheet together – “I’m going to try it myself and see if I found the same stuff you did”

i) Do advanced search for  (athletes) AND (performance-enhancing drugs)
ii) Get 217 results, click on scholarly only – get 26 results
f) Note “suggested topics” at top – click link for Athletes AND Sports and Drugs
g) Note you get more citations but they include magazines, newspapers, and trade publications, as did the first search.
h) Click on scholarly journals tab – (now approximately 86 citations)
i) How are they arranged? By most recent – show that you can change the arrangement list by relevance. How is relevance determined? See help/results/sort results/relevance
j) How about the article “Supplements and Sports" from American Family Physician.  I realize that you don’t have time to read through entire article now, but skim to get the gist of it. Talk about 4 Ws – is it scholarly or not?
k) Sort by relevance  and then look for the article Getting Huge, Getting Ripped” from Journal of Drug Issues. Make sure to click on the PDF version of the article!  Evaluate the article based on the 4 W’s . Is it a scholarly article? Why or why not? (Note to instructors: You might find this example is not straight forward enough. – may be hard to distinguish for students; article is general, audience seems to be public; the PDF version helps to show that the layout does not look particularly scholarly.  Ulrich’s actually reveals that is a science magazine for younger students.  
l) Briefly mention Ulrich’s as resource – point out info on handout, if have time, can show example. Try to make time for this since the students seem to find Ulrich’s to be quite helpful. 
