FINDING DATABASES EXERCISES

Instructions for Faculty/Instructors: Below are two options for student practice.  Choose one of the sets of instructions.
Option 1: Instructions for an in-class exercise

In groups of 2-3 students, select question to answer.  Find a database that will be a good source of articles to answer your question.  Work through the question and develop a 5 minute instruction session to teach the class how to search your database, including using subject headings, terms or the thesaurus for the database, advanced search limits, printing/saving, and unique features of the database.

Option 2: Instructions for a take home assignment

Answer one of each of these questions using library databases.  Find 2-3 articles that address this topic, and write a short paragraph describing why you chose that database, what search terms you used, any difficulties you encountered, and why the articles you chose seem relevant.  
************************************************************************
Science Databases:

1.  Does Thimerosal cause autism in children?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What information can you find about telomeres and cell aging?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Humanities Databases: 

1. What information can you find about the author Virginia Woolf and

the issue of class in her work?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Is anything written about architecture at the Vatican?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Social Sciences Databases: 

1. What peer-reviewed journal literature can you find about depression among college students?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Find some articles about Hmong immigrants in the United States.  What special challenges have they faced?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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