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The University of Michigan and 
Thomson-Gale are pleased to announce 
that the Text Creation Partnership will 
be creating texts for the Eighteenth 

Century Collections Online (ECCO) database, 
which contains over 100,000 British books 
printed between 1701 and 1800.  This collection 
is a deý nitive resource for studies of eighteenth 
century studies and includes topics as diverse as 
slavery, politics, religion, and medicine.  It also 
includes titles relating to important events during 
the American and French Revolutions.  Gale 
has already made the digital images available 
and has created searchable text for the overall 
collection through optical character recognition 
(OCR) software.  The Text Creation Partnership 
standards based texts will greatly enhance the 
text searchability for both scholars and students.  
So far over 20 institutions have  subscribed to 
the ECCO Digital Collection Product and many 
of those have also committed to the partnership.  
The Text Creation Partnership envisions 
keyboarding 10,000 of these works according 
to the standards already developed in the EEBO 
and Evans Projects.  A demo site of the ECCO-
TCP will be released early next year including 
ten works from the Eighteenth Century Digital 
collection.  Production will then commence for 
the ECCO-TCP.  

The announcement of the ECCO-TCP fulý lls 
a vision that the Text Creation Partnership has 
had for a long time, creating subsets of fully 
encoded texts in a standards based format that 
is accessible to libraries around the globe, that 

shares costs across institutions, and that maintains 
the principle of public domain. It is also a goal of 
Thomson-Gale, according to Mary Mercatante, 
Vice President of Academic and Public Library 
Marketing.  She stated that, ñTCPôs goal of 
creating a corpus of culturally signiý cant texts 
owned by the library community, and available 
to the public at large, is aligned with our own 
commitment -- to provide increased access to 
rare historical information and expand scholarly 
research.  Thomson Galeôs participation in the 
Text Creation Partnership is another way for us 
to fulý ll this commitment.ò  The most important 
shared goal of both TCP and our corporate 
partners is, of course, the potentials of electronic 
access for research and teaching.  One faculty 
member at Michigan has said that because of 
TCP, his undergraduates ñwere doing research 
at a doctoral levelò, and Mary Mercatante, on 
discussing the potential of the ECCO-TCP 
initiative, said that its, ñfunctionality will 
uncover new research and teaching possibilities.  
Additionally, and most importantly, these 
projects will allow most anyone -- researchers, 
scholars, professors, teachers, librarians, and the 
public  -- to have access to these incredible, rare 
bodies of primary source material.ò

We look forward to making this important 
corpus even more accessible.  For more 
information, please visit the ECCO-TCP Website 
at http://www.lib.umich.edu/tcp/ecco, or contact 
Shawn Martin, project outreach librarian at 
shawnmar@umich.edu.
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