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The Text Creation Partnership is a cooperative project that aims to transform over 30,000 works from the ProQuest Early English Books Online(EEBO) and 
Newbank/Readex Evans Early American Imprints (Evans) image databases into fully searchable text. For more information, visit the EEBO-TCP website at 
http://www.lib.umich.edu/eebo, the Evans-TCP site at http://www.lib.umich.edu./evans, or contact Shawn Martin at shawnmar@umich.edu. All articles are 
written by Shawn Martin unless otherwise noted.

he Text Creation Partnership has en 
joyed a remarkable year.  Despite ý scal 
constraints in the library community, TCP 
has experienced progress in partner support, 

revenues, volumes added monthly, and the scope of 
content being developed. .  EEBO-TCP is now the 
largest full-text resource loaded at the University of 
Michigan, having recently surpassed both Chadywck 
Healyôs English Poetry Database and the Patrologia 
Latina. With nearly 5,000 texts online, we believe it 
to be the largest full-text collection of its kind.  Now 
producing texts at a consistent rate of over 200 per 
month, we have demonstrated that accurately keyed and 
encoded editions can be produced cost effectively, and 
in a timely manner. TCP is successfully fulý lling its 
goal of creating a large corpus of culturally signiý cant 
texts that are owned by the library community and can 
be made available to the public at large. Now, with two 
more projects in the making (Early American Imprints 
and the 18th Century), TCP is in a position to create tens 
of thousands of texts spanning four hundred years of 
English and American history.      

Several events have combined to contribute to EEBOôs 
success this year. The Joint Information Systems 
Committee has committed to the EEBO-TCP on behalf 
of all institutions of higher and further education in the 
U.K. (England, Scotland and Wales) representing over 
180 institutions. The ý nancial commitment of the JISC 
will fund the creation of approximately 4,000 new texts 
to be shared by the partner libraries. Greater access to 
the texts is also being encouraged by a new interface 
from ProQuest, integrating TCP texts into their EEBO 
website. While text access will still be available through 
the Universities of Michigan and Oxford, most users 
will ý nd it convenient to access full-text and images at 
the ProQuest site.  

EEBO-TCP is on target to create 15,000 texts by 2006.  
We are optimistic that we can recruit the additional 
partners needed to fund the full goal of 25,000 texts for 
this phase of the EEBO-TCP project.   The EEBO-TCP 

website (http://www.lib.umich.edu/eebo) is updated 
at least monthly and is a great source of continuing 
information about the status of the project 

The TCP has moved beyond EEBO, creating full-text 
editions in conjunction with the Evans Digital project 
from Readex and Galeôs 18th Century Collection Online 
(ECCO).  Evans-TCP is moving at a steady pace, 
the American Antiquarian Society having selected 
over 200 titles which are now being keyboarded and 
reviewed.  We expect to have a working Evans-TCP 
database available in the next few months, adding 
approximately twenty ý ve titles per month throughout 
the coming year. At that time, researchers will be 
able to query the EEBO and Evans text collections in 
a single, multi-collection search.    The Evans-TCP 
website (http://www.lib.umich.edu/evans) has had 
some signiý cant updates and is also a good source of 
information about the project.

The TCP has also recently reached an agreement 
with Gale to create 10,000 texts for the Eighteenth 
Century Collections Online (ECCO) project.  An 
initial group of thirty libraries has committed to that 
Text Partnership initiative, and it is expected that 
production will begin this spring.  A site has also 
been created for that project and is available at http:
//www.lib.umich.edu/ecco. 

In sum, 2003 was a very good year for the TCP, as 
the projects took hold in the library community, 
and increasingly in the classroom as well.  We have 
reached and surpassed some important milestones 
this year, but nothing is as satisfying as the messages 
we receive from scholars and students who are 
increasingly discovering and using these text ý les.  Use 
of texts on the Michigan site has jumped 300% percent 
to nearly 50,000 searches in 2003.  In quantity and 
quality, of use, we are seeing the original vision of the 
TCP being realized.  
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3 projects
100 partners
5,000 texts
and still counting . . . .
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