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The University


Founded in 1866 as a land grant college, the New Hampshire College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts were first located in Hanover in connection with Dartmouth College.  Moving in 1893 to Durham, it became the University of New Hampshire (UNH) in 1923.  As only one of ten universities in the United States given Land Grant, Space Grant, and Sea Grant status, it combines the professions with the liberal arts and sciences and serves the public need for educated citizens. The University's mission is the scholarly functions of teaching, research, and public service. It serves as the only public research institution in New Hampshire with 10,000 undergraduates, 1800 graduate students, and 700 full-time faculty. A branch of the University is located in Manchester, NH.

Dimond Library


The newly renovated Dimond Library with 26 miles of shelving, has collections of over 1.1 million volumes, 6,500 periodical subscriptions, over three-quarters of a million government documents, and extensive electronic databases and services.  There are also four branch libraries (Chemistry, Biological Sciences, Math/Engineering/Computer Science, and Physics) located in other buildings, and a storage facility.  All of these are administratively part of the University Library.


Mission

To develop, organize, preserve and provide access to the collections of the University libraries in support of the teaching, research, and service programs of the University.  To serve as a gateway to make accessible resources not available in the University libraries.  As the only research library in the University System, and in keeping with the University's distinctive land-grant, sea-grant, and space-grant mission, to share information resources as a public service to businesses and citizens of the State of New Hampshire.



Government Documents Department and Its Mission


The University of New Hampshire Library became a U. S. depository in 1907 with a land grant designation and this continues to be its primary collecting responsibility.  Currently we serve Congressional District 1 by providing free and open public access to our collections and services.  For district demographics see the Appendix.

The Government Documents Department, however, is also a partial Canadian depository, the campus Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) representative, and an Earth Science Information Center (ESIC). Additionally, the department very selectively purchases international documents, including those from the United Nations and other international government organizations (IGO's).

The Government Documents Department includes the Data Center and Map Room services and collections.  Other materials are housed either by format, such as the extensive microform collection, in the Dimond Microforms Department, or by subject such as the Index Medicus in the Branch Libraries.  The bulk of the collection, including most CD-ROMs but not maps or microforms, circulates to the UNH community; unaffiliated users can circulate these with the purchase of a borrower's card for a nominal fee.

Circulation periods are the same as for library books and journals although the CD-ROM's circulate for one week.  

Selection Responsibility and Tools


Responsibility for selection of publications resides with the Government Documents Department staff but other library staff is consulted as appropriate. There is ongoing and close cooperation with the Reference Department.  Faculty, student, and user recommendations are considered.  Community and university user needs are paramount in selection decisions although the roles of the department as part of the U. S. and Canadian depository library systems are considered.  Reviews and articles in the leading government information and academic library journals are consulted regularly. The collection is supplemented by donations from other libraries/depositories and individuals. 


Subjects


Subjects selected support the information needs of the UNH community and Congressional District 1.  Since bachelor degrees in approximately 129 subjects, master degrees in 54 subjects, and doctoral degrees in 21 subjects are offered and the closest depository is 50 miles away, a wide range of subjects are collected. These include agriculture, business, census, climatological data, congressional information, court decisions, demographics, economics, education, the environment, forestry, geographical data, health, education, labor, legislation, legal resources, public policy, statistics, and water resources.

Language


The language of the collection is almost entirely English.  Some of the Canadian Government documents are published in French.

Geographic Areas


Government Documents focuses primarily on US coverage, with particular emphasis on New England and New Hampshire.  To a lesser degree, Canadian and international organization materials are collected. 

Resource Sharing


There is general awareness of the collecting scope of the depositories and research libraries in the state, Boston Public Library, and the University of Maine, Orono which is our Regional.  Documents are both loaned and borrowed through the library's Inter-Library Loan Department.

1.  U. S. Depository

Types and Formats of Materials Collected


The Government Documents Department collects monographs, periodicals, maps, titles in series, indices, bibliographies, statistical works, and reference works.  Additionally, the Department purchases important indexes, finding aids, research tools, reference tools, and online access to support the depository collection. A current and well-developed Web page with links to many government and other relevant sites is maintained. Formats held are paper, maps, microfiche, CD-ROM and online subscription series. Additionally, a small number of materials come in poster, kit, diskette, and videocassette formats. In most cases, paper is preferred except when no choice is given to depository libraries or for extensive series such as Congressional hearings.  Such decisions are made with a view to balance our archival commitment as one of the oldest and largest depositories in the state with inevitable space limitations.  The Department has a commitment to supporting new technologies while providing access to traditional materials. 


Selection Responsibility and Tools

Department staff monitor and review item selections based upon current need and historical collecting responsibility.  The List of Classes of U. S. Government Publications Available for Selection by Depository Libraries and the Suggested Core Collection for academic libraries are used.  All reviews and articles from the three major journals for government information, Journal of Government Information, Government Information Quarterly, and DTTP, Documents to the People are reviewed for possible purchase.  The GOVDOC-L and MAPS-L listservs are monitored also. Occasionally, materials mentioned in a newspaper or journal article are requested. The library is a member of the Documents Expediting Project which allows us to augment and replace depository as well as non-depository materials.

Chronological Limits


The UNH Library has been a depository since 1907, but the collection contains selected holdings from mid-19th century onward.

Existing Collection Strengths

The Department currently selects 76% of the GPO items although this rate has been as high as 92% in the past. Therefore, the collection is comprehensive in a number of subject areas (Agriculture, Commerce, Education, Environmental Protection, General Services Administration, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, Interior, Geological Surveys, Fish and Wildlife, Justice, Labor, State Department, Small Business Administration, Smithsonian Institution, and Treasury) and holdings are complete for the Census Bureau, the Judiciary, the General Accounting Office, the Executive Office of the President, and Congress. 


Agency/Subject Areas and Collecting Levels


The Government Documents Department collects widely among all federal agencies.  We select all the items on the Basic Collection list and most of those for academic libraries on the Suggested Core Collection listing. The following chart details collecting level by major agency/subject areas.  Scale: 1 = very selective (0 – 25%), 2 = moderate (26 – 75%), 3 = extensive (76 - 99%), and 4 = complete (100%).


Subject Area



Collecting Level


Agriculture




3


Commerce




3


Census Bureau




4


Defense 





3


Energy





3


Education




3


Environmental Protection



3


General Accounting



4


General Services




3


Health and Human Services


3


Housing and Urban Development


3


Interior





3


Geological Survey



3


Fish and Wildlife




3


Justice





3


Judiciary




4


Labor





3


Library of Congress



4


National Aeronautics and Space Administration
3


Executive Office of the President


4


State Department




3


Small Business Administration


3


Smithsonian Institution



3


Treasury





3


Transportation




3


Veterans Affairs




3


Congress




4


Collection Evaluation, Weeding and Maintenance


The Government Documents Department monitors usage statistics and prepares annual reports which among other things document usage.  As a comprehensive depository in a research university, we weed primarily superceded materials and other material only very selectively.  On an ongoing basis, GPO item numbers are either selected or removed from our selections and our Marcive profile based upon user and institution needs.   Items removed from the collection are done so in accordance with the depository requirements. Documents are maintained at the same level as other library materials with replacement, binding, and mending programs.  Important and frequently used lost materials are either duplicated from another depository's copy, or, if still in print, purchased.

Access
Online and remote access is provided through the department web page and Library Online Catalog. With our subscription to Marcive's services for records for our depository selections, the Library’s online catalog serves as the "shelf list" for the collection. The Department keeps a partial shelflist of older federal documents. We subscribe to the Monthly Catalog through Auto-graphics Government Documents Catalog Service which includes our holdings information. This subscription is necessary, as it is the only means by which we can verify if we indeed selected materials, which appear in the online catalog.  The retrospective (1976-) tape load of records from Marcive included many records for items we never selected and, more importantly for items that were never distributed to Depository libraries, making our online catalog not entirely accurate.  Access to documents is also provided via GPO access and older retrospective indexes.

2. Canadian Depository

The library has been a selective Canadian depository since 1974.  We receive approximately 66 Statistics Canada serials, items we choose from the Weekly Checklist of Canadian Government Publications, and the Canadian Statutes on CD-ROM.  Internet access is also provided through the department Web page. 

3. Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

Extensive data is available but our membership and services are limited to UNH faculty, students, and staff.  Selected codebooks are available through the online catalog.

4. Earth Science Information Center (ESIC)
We are a partner in the national network of ESICs although we do not sell maps.  Rather, we provide topographic maps for the entire U. S., information on other types of  maps, and referrals for the purchasing of maps. Our ESIC membership augments the depository collection of USGS topographic, nautical chart, Sanborn Fire Insurance, and other maps.

5. United Nations

In the past, the UN official records have been purchased but currently only statistical series, statistical annuals, and annuals reviewing the agency's work are purchased. Web sites are included on the Government Documents Web page.

6. IGO's

Materials from the Organization for Economic-Cooperation and Development (OECD), International Monetary Fund (IMF), Organization of American States (OAS), and European Union (EU) are very selectively purchased.  Primarily statistical series, statistical annuals, and reviews of the agency's work are purchased. Links to relevant Web sites are provided on the department Web page.
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