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Are you drowning in a Sea of 

Publications trying to keep up 

with the new the journal 

literature?

You know that you can search 

Medline in PubMed for journal 

articles from the medical and 

life science research literature, 

but you can do much more.

PubMed’s My NCBI can 

help

My NCBI allows you to:

Save your search and view 
any new publications

Receive new citations 
automatically by email

Save searches as RSS 
(Really Simple Syndication) 
feeds

You can connect to the University of 

Michigan’s PubMed Link via:
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The Dentistry Library Page

PubMed

Taubman Medical Library Page

PubMed@UM
PubMed with UM SFX journal links

The University Library Page

Find Database>pubmed>GO



2/10/2009

3

Pubmed (UM SFX Links)
The University of Michigan’s 

PubMed provides a unique URL 

"Uniform Resource Locator ”.

The UM Direct PubMed Link

 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.f

cgi?otool=umichlib What is   MyNCBI     ?

My NCBI is a free tool that 

retains user information and 

preferences to provide 

customized services. 

It allows you to save 

searches, select filtering 

options, and set up automatic 

searches that are sent by email.

 To be able to use My NCBI, 
your Web browser must 
accept cookies.

 If your Web browser is set to block 
pop-ups, you will need to allow 
pop-ups from NCBI Web pages to 
use My NCBI.
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Registering with My NCBI

 The My NCBI box appears at the 
top right of the PubMed search 
screen.

 You must register to use My NCBI.

Click on Register in the My NCBI box.

 Enter a user 
name (3 to 10 
alpha-numeric 
characters) and 
a password (6 to 
8 alpha-
numeric 
characters).

 Choose a 
security 
question that 
allows your 
password to be
reset, if 
necessary.

 Below the 
Security 
Question, you 
will see an 
image with 5 
characters. Type 
the characters 
into the box 
provided; the 
characters are 
case sensitive.
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 Enter an 
email 
address if 
you want to 
receive 
updates of 
search 
results 
periodically.

 When you provide an email address with your 
registration, you soon receive an email from 
NCBI requesting that you confirm your email 
address by clicking on the link that is 
provided.

 After confirming your email address, you can 
start setting up automatic emails for search 
alerts.

 Only one email address can be associated with 
each account.

Outside Tool

Outside Tool allows libraries to 
add a link from PubMed citations 
to a link for full-text available at 
their institution.
 These links are displayed as icons.
When you click on the icon, you 

are directed to the available 
services for that citation that are 
available.
 These services might include 

access to electronic full text or 
information on local print 
holdings.

UM Outside Tool

MGetIt

Turning on Outside Tool
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Click on 
Outside Tool 
in the My 
NCBI 
sidebar.

Select an 
institution 
from the 
available list.

Selecting an Institution

Signing In and Out

Click on Sign 
In, in the My 
NCBI box.

Enter your 
user name and 
password.

A checked Keep me 
signed in unless I
sign out box saves 
your My NCBI 
preferences on your 
computer in a 
persistent cookie file.

If you are using a 
public computer, do 
not check the Keep 
me signed in unless I 
sign out.

You may sign out at any time, 
regardless of how you signed in 
(session-only or automatic sign in).
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Saving a Search in My NCBI Run a search in PubMed

while signed in to My NCBI.

Signed In
Search

Click Go

Sign In, Search, Click Go

Click on Save Search, located next 

to the search box . A new window 

opens up. Answer the questions. 

Click OK. Save Search

OK

Your saved searches can be 

accessed by clicking on My NCBI. 

The maximum number of 

searches is 100 per user name.
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My Saved Searches

Checking for New Results

For searches that you have not
set up a schedule you will see
No Schedule displayed in the
Details column.

Check

What’s New for Selected

A hyperlinked number is 
displayed indicating how many 
new items were found.
Click on this hyperlink to view

the

This action will update the 
information in the Last Updated 
column. RSS (Really Simple Syndication)

& 

PubMed
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What is an RSS Feed?
RSS  is a format for sharing 

and distributing Web content.

 It is written in the Internet coding 
language known as XML 
(eXtensible Markup Language).

An RSS reader (or aggregator) 
notifies you when new 
information is added to 
selected web sites.

There are many free RSS 
Readers available.

Google Reader Google Reader

Totally free and works in 

most modern browsers.
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Google Reader

In addition to a (free) Google 
Account, Google Reader requires 
one of the following web browsers to 
work:

* Internet Explorer 6+

* Firefox 1.0+

* Safari 1.3+

* Netscape 7.2+

* Mozilla 1.7+

*Opera 9.0+

Google Reader

JavaScript must be enabled 
for Google Reader to work.

Setting Up A Google Reader 

Account

 Click on “Create an account now” 
if you do not already have a 
Google account.

Complete the account setup.

Setting Up RSS Feeds

For PubMed
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Do your search in PubMed.

Search

Click Go

Select RSS Feed from the Send 

to drop-down menu

On the RSS Feed window:

1. Make your choice from the “Limit 

items if more than”.

2. Click “Create Feed”.

Click the XML button.

Copy the URL that appears at 

the top of your browser window.

Adding your PubMed 

Feed to Google Reader
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Login to Google Reader.

 Click on the “+Add subscription”.

 Paste the URL from the PubMed 
XML window.

 Click the Add button.

PubMed Feed

Any question on the content of 

this presentation can be sent to

oriley@umich.edu


