Typed 7/23/64
NAACP Recommondationa fer Implomsnéation of

Citizeus' Comnitbee Heport om the Lo - o
snn Arbor Public Ssheols o3

It Pertains to Jones School Recommendstions

1. The NAACF ‘commends the Citisens Commitbtes for en excellent

i

% | "porg'uhieh comblnes concern for ths communltyils welfure with
5 ewarenegs of the Hegro child's speciel problems. Our coumsnta
;§ ore made in the spirit of whet we think is the wost iwportant
2 statement in the Repor®: "The welfare of the children wmuzb

©  slusys be the contral congern. " We believe, end the Committee

fully scknowledges, vhet sny decent pesraon musd Imow in his

2

et

beart, that im 8 soclety dominated by White people, She welfare
of Negro children forced to live and lesrn in a segregated
qnvironment will be sdverssly affected. However, we zrs eqgually
.vary of forms of integration which result merely in "together,
but unequal.” Nothing short of full integration gs sguals eean
resch into the hsarts and minds of Hegre youngsbers in s wey

Wiich will repair the dsmage segregation hea alresdy dome %o
telr gense of perscnal dignity smd thoir wmotivetion Bo succoed

. 1 td develop their eapecitien.
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%
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It 19 this development of individual
J v
tPasitioq which should be the highest sim of snyons who truly

Sar
8 for frecdom snd democrsey.

2,
- The Committoe Report peinmbs the wsy to full imbegrabion i
quali
RONS iB a8 model of %tnab ressoned spprosch o the probleus
soei
*1 change whieh the HAACP stemds for. We should sll bo

Teuingeq

fh.t that this 1a not & Jomes School Repord. I% is a report
4t perg

Hy ‘Wins to 8ll tho public schools of Amn Arbor -- g8 ibe
® ndicatey,

However we are gathared here this evening im

o °
. Ql'”imﬁ;:i]es‘"‘to discuss those agpsats of ths Repord

the propessd bussing of childrsn oub of the




2.
“m, gohool area. The WAACP wants to focus on this issue --

b ¥ slso went to cuphasize thet it 12 only cne ampect of the

,;f:,» ok jarger pieture with which ths Committse's Roport is properly
qoncerned.

In regard to bussing, we boliove $that the opimions of meny
11 be deoisively affeeted by whether they believe such a policy
esn be {mplomented without sdversely effecting the childrem in-

L yolved. It is for this reason that the problewms of implewmentation
mf, to be dissussed before the Re’pé;'ft": proposals ero (hopefully)
ondorsed by the Board of Education.” Our ’cﬁe'mmenta degl priwerily
o with these prableﬁﬂ of implementation. Tho NAACP fully endorses

Atl'n citizens' Committee's rojectlon of awhas"aily conceived,
;J‘f;g erash-program spproach to these problems. It ia for this resscn

thtt we offer the following suggestions gnd comments:

3. Comments and Suggestions

i. We recormend thet the busging proposal be lmplemented as
rapidly as is ressonsble. We recognize thatl there iz &
problem of prepering the children and the recoiving zchools

- for the chenge, but we want to remind everyoms tha® the

| E ' children of Jones School will, inm eny event, be thrust

| into an integrated envirommesnt when they move from elem-

entary %o junior high school. The sarlier in their

development thet thess children are imbegrated the batber.

There is much that cen end should be doms im the shortd

tlme before implementation of bussing to ensure the

8uccess of the move.

(8) 1 the intervening periocd, steps should be taken %o
“ strengbhen the Program at Jomes School. Every effort

should be made to ready bthe Jomes School children

for the chenge. Anyons imbimately awere of conditicre




(b)

e}

(d)

3.
at Jomes School kmows that much esm, azd ocught to
be done.
The program director rescumended by the Commities
should be eppointed gs quiekly as pessible. WHo
should not, of course, seerifice quelity for apsed -
but we bolieve thet the probability of sucsess will
be greefly increased 1f the right sort of person ig
quickly put in charge of pleaning the debtails of ehange.
Affected pasrenbts end children cught %o be involved
oarly and often in the nropess of plenning this ehongs.
We means, of courss, not omly the Jones 3chos) parsnts
sud children, but parepts snd ehildren in the receiving
institutionn. Perheps eome sort of orisntation viait
can ba arrenged for a pericd prior to the schusl mwovs.
Ihis would, of csurse, require that pupil assignments
be wade whorever pozaible, somebime bofore ths chonges
are lusbtituted. %The Board, ag %§11 a8 FPareni-Tsacharsg
Organizations and interented, informal groups, would
have the respensibility ef expleining ¢hoe ressons foy
the shengo, deseribing ths problems likely %o be
sncountered, snd snliséing ell parscns of gzoed wili
In the of'fort to sehiovs guecsss, For one thing thed
ten result in feilure is ths existence of o widespread
23pectotion of failures.

¥e recormend o program deslignse ¢o pravere adminig-

tretorg, toeshers, coumseclors, and visiting teaehsrs
in the receiving schools fer the chapge. Qualified
Peraonnel should be given sy rolse. It i3 tragleslly
true that meny peraons who are profezaionelly competent

Bre yot not £it to partisipate in sush & program.




(e)

e

o

1t 48 wob ozly Lhe Tegzo uho hos bDesn edverosly
affected by thres conturies of dlseriminaiicon snd
segregation. Speelal effert ought %o bo wade to
bripg woro gualified Negro persommsl into tha sehosl
systen. Spscial eouwssling should bs glven Lo Hegro
children oarly snd cfisn. This covnualing should meb
aim 8% keeping ths Nogrs ehild "in his plece”, bub
rother st rozlistically imforming the Negro child

of opporiunities which ave bescuing iacrsssingly
gvailable Bo properly quallfied persens »f ell resss.
There should bs a rowsdisl totorial progrem. organ-
4yed emd supervised by She sshool syadem. The proli-
Peration of informel tuberisl progzrama btsstifics fo
the feet oheb ths mnsad exist cnd theb volunbeers ars
avuilsble. Howewer, this ivperient fumetlon cam ms
longor be left in ahorgs of individuals who ars ned
gsecountable %o sny one bud themsslves. This program,
though i% will serve the ehildron of Jomss School,
should, of courzs, bs ciby-wide, ond should exist

for any ehild, Whites or Fogro, who mssds 1.

0f very grost imporbamce is thet ¢hildren in the
reseiving scheols, =nd in the school population
gemerally, hsvs 2 geod undsrsbtending of the histery
ad present sosisl snd esonomic conditlons of Ameriecen
Negroes. Such knowledge nob ounly holps ell %o eppra-
¢lats tho comtribution thet Fegross have made 60
Americen scelety, buk 4% belpz ths whits ehild to
dovelop inuipht inbo Hegro mﬂﬁ nolf. We shrengly

Tedommend Shat curricular changes designsd to promode

 8ueh understending bs insbtitubed o socn as pessible.

i 0B IRETIN  T R :




(g) We view the proposad pre~Sghool program 88 an
jeporbent part of the genorel sffort of preparation.
This progrem should be insuvgurated im September, 196h.
parents should bs invelved. The Board should explere
the poasibllity of doveloping & carefully sdministered
golunteer program. Thig would, o scme extent, wi i~
gate the problem of finding qualifisd, professicmsl
personmel.

(1) Though weo racognizo that ths entire program cannot
be implementad in the Fall of 196L, ws strongly urgs
the Bosrd to explore the possibllity of iwmmedlate

trensfer of thoss shildrem starting lst grade. The

problems of adjustment in the zew school environment

wlll bo litile grester For theze children them the
problems any beginning ehild would have. Compelling

these shildren to go %o Jones Sehool when 1% is
plamned soon to Gransfor them sscms o us to be
en avoldaeble herdship.

(1) Pinelly, we urge the Beard o comsider very fully
whother it is dseirsble So redegin g kindergerten

olags in Jores School, 23 &hs Repord recommends. Ve

are not proposimg that tkis part of ths Report should
be rejected, but we ars of two minds sbout It. Ve
taR sen the ndvendages - the children eve only in
8thool & half dey, specisl bussing faeilisles weould

be necesgary, mothers llle o have theze tots vlose

%6 home. But ageinst thsse eomsiderabioms wuet be

Woighed the faet that tho imitierl seloel oxperience

s g very formative oms. If, n8 eTeryond sxpeoats,

e vacated gpece in Jones School should be converied




4.
1atn offiess, the Eindergzarten ¢hild would bLe izolabad
13 @ sea of sduipistrabors. Uith all dus reapeet to
aar £ine sehool porsonmel, theso wimmows might be
patber off placed in waters eontaining differsnt
gorte of £ish, However, we do believe thal parents
of kindergerisa children al Jowss Sghool shouwld beo

&
sonsulted by ths Beard of Bducsblion before eny declsion

s nmade.

We lope these suggestions maks gleex FAACP's swerensss of
lemp that will exist sbould the Roportis propessls bo

by the Boewd of BEdueabtlom. DBut whalsver the strains sn-
Q;by the ehildren, therc is no doubt that the sffesbs of
tion are far worse. Thiz community hes am opporbunity to

- golution. It has the imtallsedusl resovrces and bhe




